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WINNING THE SEAT: A CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION SIMULATION

You are about to embark on a campaign for the congressional seat just vacated by Tony DeMarco, a pro-union Democrat who is running for higher office.  Background information on the district and the candidates has been posted online.  Although the candidates and district in this simulation are fictitious, it is important to remain consistent with the politics of the real world.  The background provided on the candidates may need some fleshing out in your work, but remain realistic and consistent.

You will be divided into two teams (Republican and Democratic).  Each team will select students for the following roles:


Candidate – responsible for giving speeches and debating


Campaign Manager – responsible for ensuring that all tasks are performed properly and on time


Four students will be media consultants and develop 30 second campaign ads


Four students will be speechwriters and prepare 3-5 minute stump speeches

In addition to the team roles, each student will research and prepare a position paper establishing the campaign (and candidate’s) position on a particular issue.  The papers should as well anticipate and respond to the opponent’s position.  The issues are:


Abortion


Affirmative Action


Crime


Environment


Gun Control


Labor vs. Business


Prayer in School/Religious Issues


9/11 and Related Issues


Social Security


Taxes

A starting point with some very general background information is at:

http://www.congresslink.org/print_lp_electionsim_casestudies_resources.htm#national
Some advice on speechwriting and commercials is at

http://www.congresslink.org/print_lp_electionsim_help.htm
Here is the tentative schedule

Class Session One - Friday
Distribute case study background 

Form teams
Teams make selections of roles to individual students
Select issues about which students will write position papers
Teams meet
Make strategic evaluations of candidate's and opponent's strengths and weaknesses
Decide how to prepare the first commercial and stump speech (purpose and general content of each)
Team members do research about the issues using Democrats vs. Republicans and Internet
Homework:  position papers due Monday

Class Session Two - Monday - Lab day

Class Session Three - Tuesday
Present first commercial
Each candidate presents the "biography/candidate introduction" ad with a time limit of 30 seconds
Teams meet to evaluate candidate's and opponent's first commercial and prepare first stump speech
Candidate delivers first stump speech, which  sounds general themes based on issue research, opponent's

        commercial, and information about the district. Time limit: 3-5 minutes
Teams meet to evaluate stump speeches and prepare second commercial
Candidate delivers second commercial, an issue ad. Time limit: 30 seconds
Teams meet
Evaluate second commercial and prepare for debate, briefing candidate on issues and opponent's weaknesses.
Candidate prepares opening and closing statements, the latter to be adjusted during the debate.


Class Session Three - Wednesday
Candidate delivers third commercial, an attack ad.  Time limit 30 seconds

Debate takes place. time limit: 10-15 minutes
Students evaluate the debate by writing a one-page assessment of candidates' performances in class
Students turn in evaluations
Teams meet to develop guidelines for the final stump speech
Candidates deliver final campaign speech. Time limit: 3-5 minutes

