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Throughout the year, you will complete readings, assigned by me, from various course supplements.  

Guidelines:

· Use the heading style in the example below
· Include three (3) quotes from the reading and react to each one (good/bad, surprising, logical)
· Include two (2) to four (4) key terms and define each one.
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Title: Reading #78, The Tyranny of the Majority
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Summary

1. “To me, fair play means that the rules encourage everyone to play.  They should reward those who win, but they must be acceptable to those who lose” (574).
     In winner-take-all elections, the losers get nothing.  This is true even when the “losers” make up a significant minority.  If a candidate wins an office with a plurality of 40%, and two other candidates receive 30% each, 60% of voters will not have the representation they were seeking.  This is the way majority-rule works in the United States, but it cumulative voting could give a voice to those who do not vote for the winner.  This could be accomplished by having candidates run in a pool as opposed to single-member districts.

     In a country where power and opportunity has been concentrated among the white, protestant middle class, those views continue to receive the most support among lawmakers.  Ultimately, 51% should not have 100% of the power.
* Complete for two additional quotes

Key Terms
1. Cumulative voting – a multiple winner voting system intended to promote proportional representation

2. Winner-take-all elections – winner of an election receives all of a state’s convention delegates or Electoral College votes
3. Procedural rules – rules in a legislative body or agency that determine how legislation and policies are introduced, debated, and voted upon
