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Presidency FRQs
1) Presidential approval ratings fluctuate over the course of each presidential administration.

(a) Identify two factors that decrease presidential approval ratings, and explain why each factor has that effect.

(b) Identify two factors that increase presidential approval ratings, and explain why each factor has that effect.

2) Presidents are generally thought to have advantages over Congress in conducting foreign policy because of the formal and informal powers of the presidency.

(a) Identify two formal constitutional powers of the President in making foreign policy.

(b) Identify two formal constitutional powers of Congress in making foreign policy.

(c) Identify two informal powers of the President that contribute to the President’s advantage over Congress in conducting foreign policy.

(d) Explain how each of the informal powers identified in (c) contributes to the President’s advantage over Congress in conducting foreign policy.

3) Conflicts between Congress and the President over war powers have their origin in the United States Constitution. In 1973 Congress passed the War Powers Resolution in an attempt to clarify the balance of powers between the two branches of government.

(a) Describe the primary constitutional conflict between Congress and the President over the decision to go to war.

(b) Describe two provisions of the War Powers Resolution that were designed to limit the President’s power over war making.

(c) The War Powers Resolution has received mixed reviews, but Congress has other powers over war making. Other than the constitutional power that you described in (a), identify and explain two other formal powers Congress has over war making.
4) A number of factors enable presidents to exert influence over Congress in the area of domestic policy. However, presidents are also limited in their influence over domestic policymaking on Congress.

(a) The Constitution grants the president certain enumerated powers. Describe two of these formal powers that enable the president to exert influence over domestic policy.

(b) Choose two of the following. Define each term and explain how each limits the president’s ability to influence domestic policymaking in Congress.

· mandatory spending

· party polarization

· lame-duck period

(over)

