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Directions: Throughout the history of the United States, power has been shifted between the federal government and state governments.  Hence, the relationship between the federal government and the states has continued to evolve. For the AP Government exam, there are a few essential pieces of legislation (listed below) that you must know. For this project, you will be assigned one of the pieces of legislation, and working in a group, complete the necessary research and components of this project.
Clean Air and Water Acts 

Americans with Disabilities Act 
Brady Bill 

No Child Left Behind Act 

Defense of Marriage Act 

Welfare Reform Act 

 Part I: Background Research
 Explain the major provisions of this legislation. You should highlight at least 3-4 of the most important ones.
 When was this piece of legislation passed? 
 What were the reasons for passing this legislation? In other words, what was the rationale behind the law?
 What were the main arguments of proponents and opponents at the time it was passed? Explain.
Was this piece of legislation controversial? Was it easy to pass? Explain
 Part II: Issues with Federalism
 In general, what issues of federalism are raised with this legislation? 
 What positions have the major think tanks taken on these pieces of legislation? 

Liberal: The Brookings Institution www

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHCqCTy6FOC4x6h012S5ZYg0vzK8w".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHCqCTy6FOC4x6h012S5ZYg0vzK8w"brookings

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHCqCTy6FOC4x6h012S5ZYg0vzK8w".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.brookings.edu&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHCqCTy6FOC4x6h012S5ZYg0vzK8w"edu 


Conservative: The Heritage Foundation www

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritage.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHcEYJKFL3Evbx0NN612k1-xiyyTw".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritage.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHcEYJKFL3Evbx0NN612k1-xiyyTw"heritage

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritage.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHcEYJKFL3Evbx0NN612k1-xiyyTw".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritage.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHcEYJKFL3Evbx0NN612k1-xiyyTw"org  


Libertarian: The Cato Institute www

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cato.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNqpZ7DwZ08JeQkHl_Qd07zniKcQ".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cato.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNqpZ7DwZ08JeQkHl_Qd07zniKcQ"cato

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cato.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNqpZ7DwZ08JeQkHl_Qd07zniKcQ".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cato.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNqpZ7DwZ08JeQkHl_Qd07zniKcQ"org 

 What issues have the federal and state governments been dealing with regarding this legislation?
 In the opinion of your group, has the legislation been effective? Why or why not? Cite specifics.
 Other relevant issues: Try Google. Type in your legislation + federal mandate or your legislation + federalism and see what comes up! 
 Part III: Presentation/Write-up
 Presentation: Prepare a power point presentation OR a handout to accompany your presentation
 Individually: Write a ONE PAGE SINGLE-SPACED editorial on your piece of legislation 
· What is your personal opinion about it? 

· Comment on whether or not you believe the federal government was correct to enact such legislation. 

· Has it caused undue burden on the states? 

· What solutions can you offer/suggest? 

If you need help on an editorial visit: http://www.howtodothings.com/hobbies/how-to-write-an-editorial
