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Current Events Connections  - Format

Throughout the year, you are expected to keep informed about current events.  Periodically, you will complete Current Events Connections.  

Guidelines:

· Use the heading style below and  MLA style citation

· Include a brief summary
· Include connections to the course, citing a specific chapter(s) from your textbook

· Complete connections for two (2) articles
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Current Events Connections

Krauss, Clifford. “In Texas Job Boom, Crediting a Leader, or Luck.” The New York Times 15 Aug. 2011. Web. 16 Aug. 2011.

Summary

     Texas Governor Rick Perry is a 2012 Republican candidate for president.  His state’s economy has been growing twice as fast as the national economy.  Is Texas lucky or is Governor Perry an exceptional leader?

     Some economists credit the oil and natural gas boom in Texas for the booming economy, saying his leadership has had little to do with it.  Mr. Perry claims his policies of low taxes and lower regulation have been the catalysts for the recent economic expansion in Texas.

     Democrats have criticized Texas’ economy as one where many new jobs are minimum-wage and without health insurance.  They further claim that lower spending by the state government has led to deep cuts to education.

     Mr. Perry will certainly point out his philosophy of getting government out of the way of the private sector.  His policies include, tort reform to reduce frivolous lawsuits, incentives for businesses to expand in Texas, and cuts in real estate taxes.

Connections to the Course

· Ch. 8 Elections and Campaigns

· Factors that predict success in presidential races include being a governor, and presiding over a strong economy. Governor Perry has both of these.  

· Voters tend to vote retrospectively; that is they look at the recent past, not promises made, to determine how to vote.

· Ch. 5 Public Opinion

· Liberals strongly support government efforts to regulate business and reduce economic equality.

· Conservatives believe the government should let the free market distribute wealth and government should keep taxes low.

