 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Mastering the AP Government & Politics FRQ


DO NOT fear the FRQ—it can easily be mastered with practice and study!

Example question: 1984 FRQ #4: “Elections in the US are characterised by low voter turnout.  Discuss two demographic characteristics associated with voting and three institutional obstacles associated with nonvoting.”

General Tips:

! 
Read the ENTIRE question before answering!

! 
Be sure to answer the ENTIRE question!

! 
Break down the answer into all parts, a, b, c, etc., parts onto your paper.  Readers like this and it is easier to stay clear and focused.

! 
This is not an ESSAY or English paper!  Avoid verbosity, opinion, and flowery language.  

! 
Political science writing is technical.  In other words, quality, NOT quantity.  Content driven NOT writing drivenAlways use vocabulary and show that you know what  it means.

! 
Underline key points in your answer

! 
Spelling does not count but you should do your best - don’t make the reader guess, they may guess wrong.

! 
Write NEATLY and LEGIBLY.  If it can’t be read, it can’t be scored.

! 
Pretend as if your audience is a child.  Explain in clear, simple terms rather than verbose wordiness.

! 
FRQs are SCORED not graded—a rubric is always used.  In other words, you are looking to SCORE POINTS, not write a formal essay.

! 
More examples may safeguard your score - there is no penalty for wrong information - if the question asks for two examples, give three (in case one is wrong).

" 
EXCEPTION: if it asks for MAIN, PRIMARY, or FUNDAMENTAL (there can only be one of those)

! 
FRQ Verbiage: THE BIG THREE - Identify, Describe, Discuss

" 
Identify—name and define and relate it to government

" 
Describe—state particulars in details and give examples (the how and why)

" 
Discuss—provide details AND examples, the positive and negative if relevant, and the how and the why.

" 
Others:

- 
Evaluate—give the positive and negative and your critical judgement about which is better

- 
Support—back up a statement with facts

- 
Justify—give reasons why

- 
Trace—describe the development or history of a subject

- 
Fundamental, main, primary—only give one answer

! 
For each FRQ question

" 
1st - underline the verb (what it is asking you to do)

" 
2nd - box any key terms that it is asking about

" 
3rd - if applicable, circle ‘main’ ‘primary’ or ‘fundamental’ so you understand what it is asking

" 
SKIP a line after each section to make it easer for the reader to see each section

Observations from the Chief Reader Based on Student Responses in 2009 Exam
“I suspect the students who are most surprised with their scores are those who wrote beautiful 5-paragraph essays, perfect in form, but never addressed any part of the question asked.  That is a 0!”
1. 
Trend of fewer FRQs beginning with “identify.”  Now part A goes right into “explain.”

2. 
There seem to be fewer FRQs on specific amendments or cases.  Instead, they will give a clue or several choices.  This means teachers do not have to drive students to learn “one more fact of case” right before the exam.  Concepts are key.

3. 
Vocab/Vernacular is important.  Students should know universal words.  Examples include: selective incorporation, policy institutions, linkage institutions, advise and consent, etc.  Read the course description online and be sure to include all vernacular.

4. 
ID/Identify-Define - the lowest bar


-Discuss or Describe - middle bar, talk about it - at least two sentences


-Explain - the highest bar, complete the loop and tell why

5. 
Many FRQs are geared to what teachers have not taught (content-wise).  Bringing two seemingly unrelated topics together (i.e. public opinion and the courts).  Students need to analyze various situations.  

6. 
Expect a chart or a graph (non linguistic data) every year

7. 
3 out of 4 FRQs linked 2-3 units together.  

8. 
When the question says “the most important reason,” put only one answer.  If there are two reasons, even if one is correct, it will not receive credit.

9. 
If it’s on the test prompt you can use it in the answer.

Practice FRQ

Although Brien McMahon is a large school, there are many extracurricular activities for BMHS students to participate in.

 a) Identify two extracurricular activities at Brien McMahon High School

 b) For the two activities you have chosen in (a), explain the primary function of the organization/club.

c) Explain how these clubs, in general, contribute to the goals and vision of the school, which is to “enable all students to grow academically and personally so that they will be able to contribute to society.”

